53 OUTRAGEOUS ANIMAL FACTS

1) Birds that live on land lay round eggs, while birds that live on cliffs lay eggs that won't have a sad ending by easily rolling away. 

2) The elephant's trunk is so sensitive that if it were disposed to, it could lift a sewing needle. But the infants of this species can take up to six months to learn how to control and manage their own trunks. 
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3) The woodpecker has head movements at 20 per second, and have a spongy area behind their beaks that works as a shock absorber. 

4) The beaver can cut a trunk that is 25 centimetres in diameter in six seconds. If the beaver didn't dedicate itself to filing its teeth, these would grow to the point of piercing its lower jaw. 

5) About 50% of Orangutans have fractured or broken bones, a consequence of regularly falling off trees. 

6) The giraffe has the same number of bones in its neck as a human: seven in total. 

7) The fastest animal on Earth is the tiger beetle, which can run up to 171 times its size in one second. Despite its famous reputation, the cheetah would have to run 770 kilometres per hour just to catch up with this slippery insect. 

8) The common swift of Europe and Asia can remain in the air up to three years without having to make any stops. It eats, sleeps and mates while flying, and lands only to lay eggs, rest its wings, or because it is bored. 
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9) From South America we have the slowest animal in the world - the sloth. It is a species that moves at a surprising 0.2 kilometres per hour; just five times faster than a snail! 
10) The penguin burns twice as much energy as any other animal when walking. This is due to the fact that its legs are very short, and so it must expend a lot of effort in order to get moving. 

11) Elephants can't jump, not even with the help of hurricane-force winds. It is too heavy to lift all four legs at the same time. 
12) The flea, however, can jump up to 200 times its own height. This is equivalent to a man jumping the Empire State Building in New York. 

 
13) In order to collect the pollen needed to fill a small bottle with two kilograms of honey, a single bee would have to visit two million flowers and cover 80 000 kilometres, which is the same as going around the world two times. 

14) All land spiders breathe through a hole on the rear part of their bodies. 
15) The water spider, as its name indicates, lives underwater but breathes air by using a web to create an underwater bell that it uses to store the air bubbles it has brought from the surface. On closer inspection, it could be said that this spider pioneered scuba diving. 

16) The Fitzroy river turtle covers a lot of aquatic miles. When surfacing, it absorbs two-thirds of the oxygen it needs through its rectum. 

17) The manatee sleeps in between taking breaths. Since it needs to surface every 20 minutes, it takes advantage of the time in between to take a nap. 

18) Dolphins are one of the most intelligent mammals; they've learned to sleep using only half their brains. While one half rests, the other remains alert and continues the respiratory process, without interruptions, and without nightmares! 

19) The offspring of the Australian crab spider eat their own mother. Once the young emerge from their eggs, they begin to suck on the mother's legs, until they leave her completely dried up. 
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20) Some fishes in South America die after laying their eggs or after mating, which also happens to the octopus. However, it has been discovered that if you remove an octopus's reproductive organs, it can live until a ripe old age - albeit bored and without much company. 

21) In comparison to any other animal, the whitetail deer is the species that inflicts the most harm on humans, because of all the traffic accidents they cause. 

22) The actual estimate of annual human deaths due to sharks is 10;  however, 100 more people die each year from being stepped on by cows. 

23) All mammals produce almost one billion heartbeats before dying. The mouse produces close to one billion, but its life cycle is just 850 days. The elephant has about 75 years through which to spread out those heartbeats. Humans are the exception. They are the only mammals that have a triple amount of heartbeats during a life cycle. 

24) The largest known prairie dog colony was registered in the state of Texas in the United States. It was 160 km wide, 402 km long, and with 400 million inhabitants. 

25) In reality there are 10,000,000,000,000,000,000 insects on planet Earth. If this is incredible, more surprising still would be to find out who took count! 

26) The Kodiak bear is the largest land carnivore in the world. Its weight is equal to the combined weight of 14 male gymnasts, or about 862 kilograms. 
	



	The bear is the largest land carnivore in the world
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27) The blue whale is the largest creature that has ever lived on this planet, weighing about 170 tons and measuring about 34 metres in length. This is the same as the combined weight of 22 elephants and the length of seven giraffes lying in a row. It would take a sloth more than half an hour to go from one end to the other. Its heart is as large as a small car, and its arteries are so wide that a man could swim in them without much trouble. 

28) The Goliath beetle is the largest living insect in the world. It can weigh as much as a cheeseburger, although it is much less appetising! An interesting fact is that 1,590,493 of these insects together would weigh the same as the blue whale. 

30) The paradoxical frog tadpole is five times larger than its parents. 

31) The brain of a roach is located in its body, and if by accident (natural or human) it should lose its head, it can live up to nine days completely decapitated. Its sad ending comes not because it can't think, but because it can't eat. 
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32) A starfish doesn't even have a brain.  A network of nerves controls all of its movements and activities. 

33) The Indonesian tarsier is a primate known for its large eyes. However, few people know that the size of one eye is much larger than its brain. 

34) Copulation for a lion takes place every 15 minutes for an entire week. However, this only occurs every two years. 

35) The pig is another 'Don Juan' with much stamina. Its climax can last up to 15 minutes. 

36) Clams do not need to worry about the lack of partners, since they are able to change genders whenever they please. However, to change from a male, which is how they are born, to a female can only be done once. That operation is irreversible. 
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37) The Australian bowerbirds' favorite colour is blue.  In order to attract a mate, the male uses branches to build a 'love shrine' which it paints blue by mixing its saliva with bilberry juice. Once the shrine is the right shade of blue, the female makes her triumphant entrance - and if she likes it, they mate. 

38) Doves are very sociable birds, enjoying the company of other doves to the maximum. In fact, loneliness affects them so deeply that it impedes their ability to lay eggs.  But even though they may be alone, the sight of their own reflection is enough to resolve the problem, and as if by magic, they begin to lay eggs.

39) The 'bone' in a rhinoceros' horn is simply a mass that is not attached to the skull and is made of a protein found in our hair and fingernails called keratin. 

40) At birth, the dolphin arrives into the world with a moustache. But due to a natural depilatory process, within a short period of time the moustache falls off by itself. 

	



	The gecko can walk over vertical surfaces thanks to tiny hairs that allow it to adhere to things
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 41) The stripes on a tiger are not found just on its coat; the skin of this predator is also striped. But curiously enough, even though the zebra's coat is striped, its skin is not. 

42)The gecko can walk over vertical surfaces thanks to tiny hairs that allow it to adhere to things. 

43) The koala bear never drinks any liquids. This is because it can obtain all the liquid it needs from the leaves of the eucalyptus, which are made up of 50% water. 

44) African elephants suffer from indigestion. That is why they move their bowels frequently.  Put into numbers, an elephant produces 100 kilograms of manure per day - but nature has its own cleaning crew. There is a certain type of beetle that feeds on elephant waste and makes the 'evidence' disappear as if by magic. 

45) The great tit produces excrement in small fecal sacs that it later removes from its nest. Using this cleaning method, it removes 500 fecal sacs each week. 

	



	The hummingbird presents many curiosities
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46) The thorny devil is a reptile whose prey is ants. It's been calculated that the thorny devil eats at a speed of 45 apm, or rather, 45 ants per minute. Behaving much like a gourmet, it eats them one at a time, so that one meal is a feast of approximately 3000 ants. 

 47) Frogs can't vomit, and whenever they need to, they end up vomiting their entire stomach. 

48) The hummingbirdcan fly in reverse; it flaps it wings 100 times per minute; and in order to produce the energy necessary to maintain all this physical activity, it eats twice its weight in nectar every day - definitely a very speedy metabolism! 

49) The blue whale's song can reach 188 decibels - that's as noisy as a rocket. 

50) Wolves hunt in packs, and so effective group communication is essential. They use different howls to let others know what the situation is. But in valleys that are surrounded by mountains, echoes can affect this strategy with confusing messages, which is why a wolf's howl does not produce an echo. 

51) Ants have pheromones (a substance that affects the behaviour of others in the same species) in their urine, and they leave a trail for others to follow.  Leaving just a milligram of this chemical is enough for other ants to follow, even if they have to go around the world three times. 

52) The moth's antennae are so sensitive that they can track even the tiniest amount of female sexual pheromones. The monarch butterfly can detect its lover's scent from eight kilometres away. 

53) Males mosquitoes find females by listening for the sound of their fluttering wings. The female fluttering is much faster than that of the male. Although there are thousands of mosquitoes in one swarm, all of them fluttering their wings at once and looking to make a romantic conquest, Romeo will always be able to find his Juliet.

