Human papillovirus
Human Papillomavirus, or HPV, is a group of viruses, of which the most serious can cause cervical cancer in women. HPV is implicated in chronic urinary tract infections and vaginitis (with vaginal discharge). The virus also causes genital warts. Each year over half a million women around the world have contracted cervical cancer due to the virus. An estimated 3,700 women die from the strain of the virus that leads to cancer each year.

The HPV vaccine has been developed to help fight both cervical cancer and genital warts. Genital warts are a sexually transmitted infection that afflicts at least 2 percent of young adults. The treatment of the warts is a very painful process and also a very expensive one. Genital warts can also cause sexual dysfunction in the person who has contracted them.

Research into the HPV vaccine has shown that it can reduce the rate of infection by more than 90 percent. The breakdown for the reduction is 70 percent reduction in the virus for cervical cancer and almost total reduction in the infection that causes genital warts. The HPV vaccine is thought to have no side effects on the body.

Scientists believe that the best age to administer the vaccine is to girls aged 10 to 13 years. Theoretically, girls are not sexually active at these ages and therefore would not carry the virus. Although the HPV vaccine can be used to prevent the transmission of the virus, it cannot be used to treat women already infected.

