Republican vs. Democrat Philosophies 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
Republicans believe that we can best improve the standard of living in American by empowering the American People:  cutting taxes, balancing the budget, creating more jobs, reducing government spending, facilitating home ownership, using technology for our benefit, and supporting free but fair international trade. 

Democrats believe that economic opportunity can only be encouraged through "investing in the American people," i.e., increased government spending. 
  

TAXES
Republicans support an across-the-board 15% tax cut.  Fifteen percent represents the total increase in the federal tax burden since Bill Clinton took office. Republicans believe that Americans should be allowed "to keep more of their hard-earned money so they can spend on their priorities, as opposed to sending ever-increasing amounts to Washington."
Democrats support a "targeted tax cut" which will not relieve the near record taxes felt by the American middle class.  Bill Clinton's tax hike, which was the second highest in history, would continue to paralyze American families. 
  

BALANCING THE BUDGET
Republicans support a balanced budget, as well as a Balanced Budget Amendment, which would be "gradually phased in over a short period with appropriate safeguards for national emergencies." 

According to Bob Dole, "we didn't dig ourselves into a $5 trillion debt because the American people are under taxed. We got that $5 trillion debt because government overspends." 

Democrats want to raise taxes in order to balance the budget, so that they may fund their excessive government spending. 
  

REGULATIONS
Republicans believe that regulatory reform is needed more than ever.  Congressional Republicans have created "common-sense reforms which will restore fairness and predictability to government rules and will enable us to achieve equal or superior levels of protection for the public at a lower cost." 

Democrats do not address this issue in their platform. 

WELFARE REFORM
Republicans call for welfare reform, not to save money, but in order to "bring into the mainstream of American life those who are now on the margins of our society and economy.  Republicans will "replace the welfare state with the opportunity society for all." 

Democrats want to help those who cannot help themselves by offering free handouts, rather than a hand-up.  Bill Clinton did sign a Republican Welfare Reform bill, but only after twice vetoing similar GOP legislation, and with the intention of modifying several provisions in his next term. 
  

EDUCATION
Republicans call for a renaissance in American education, by returning its control to parents, teachers, local school boards, and communities.  "We know what works in education, and it's discipline, parental involvement, emphasis on basics including computer technology, phonics rather than 'look-say' reading, and dedicated teaching." 

Democrats have increased spending on misguided "federal meddling" in education such as Goals 2000, and a national literacy program that would pay volunteers to teach our children to read.  Democrats also oppose GOP-supported school choice programs, which would allow families to decide which schools are best for their children. 

CRIME
Republicans are concerned about the wave of crime that has become a "shameful, national disgrace."  Particularly, we must focus on the high rate of juvenile crime in our inner cities, preventing those who commit minor offenses from committing more serious ones.  Republicans support a Constitutional amendment to protect victims, so that they may have the voice and the rights they deserve.  And after four years of Democrats ignoring the war on drugs, Republicans are ready to face the battle with steady moral leadership. 

Democrats have used weak programs such as Midnight Basketball and broken promises of more police on the streets in their fight against crime.  As crime rates escalated, Bill Clinton arbitrarily closed off Pennsylvania Avenue, the nation's Main street, for his own protection, while his policies left the public unprotected against vicious criminals. 
  

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
Republicans have renewed the party's historic commitment to the rights of women.  "In the early days of the suffragist movement, Republicans pioneered the woman's right to vote.  Republicans take pride in [the] remarkable array of Republican women serving in and running for office." 

Democrats support the Equal Rights Amendment. 

HEALTH CARE
Republicans want to "maintain the quality of our health care, while making health care and health insurance more accessible and affordable."  Ideas from the Republican Congress include making insurance portable from job to job, more accessibility for those with pre-existing health conditions, and tax-free medical savings accounts.  Republicans want to "preserve, protect and strengthen Medicare," ensuring a significant annual expansion, and allowing for patient choice. 

Democrats are committed to offering affordable, high-quality health care to all Americans, yet fail to explain how to pay for it.  Thirty-eight million people depend upon Medicare, which is "rushing toward bankruptcy even more quickly than predicted."  Meanwhile, Bill Clinton and the Democrats continue with their fraudulent Medicare campaign to persuade seniors that Republicans will take away their health care. 
  

ON GOVERNMENT REFORM
Republicans in Congress have passed significant reforms since 1994, including making all Members of Congress accountable under the nation's laws, slashing congressional spending, streamlining legislative procedures, and instituting term limits for House committee chairs and Leadership positions, to name but a few.  Republicans continue to support a constitutional amendment on term limits. 

Democrats do not address the issue of term limits in their platform. 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
Republicans support the bipartisan McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform bill, which will limit campaign spending, curb the influence of PACs and lobbyists, and end the soft money system. 

Democrat party platform includes similar support for the bipartisan McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform bill. 
  

ON A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE
Republicans believe in placing the interests of our country over those of other nations -- and the United Nations.  We feel that the safety and prosperity of the American home and workplace depend upon ensuring our national security in a dangerous world. 

Democrats are committed to "restructuring our military forces," by decreasing its size and changing the focus.  Democrat down sizing, along with Bill Clinton's double-talk and indecision, has no doubt under minded America's role as leader of the free world. 
  

WOMEN IN COMBAT
Republican support the "advancement of women in the military." 

Democrats do not directly address this issue in their platform. 

Source:  1996 Republican Platform 

                                          

	Democrat Party    
	Republican Party

	Pro-choice or pro-abortion
	Pro-life

	Pro-gay marriage
	Marriage between one man and one woman

	Removal of all guns from citizens
	Gun control (with background checks)

	Creation of jobs (government jobs)
	Help individuals to own a business

	Pro-unions 
	Pro-business

	More government programs such as before and after school programs paid by our taxes.    
	Less government (before and after school programs hosted by volunteers or local churches)

	No prayer in schools or mention of God 
	Prayer in school, as well as Bible studies

	No Ten Commandments  
	Able to display Ten Commandments

	Raise taxes     
	Cut taxes

	Nation wide health care 
	Affordable health care

	Against school vouchers
	For school vouchers

	Less military
	Strong military

	No death penalty  
	Approve the death penalty


