What can I do with a BS in Biology?

First, go to this website from the American Institute of Biological Sciences for lists of jobs you can do
http://www.aibs.org/careers/

Here are other pieces of advice I have selected from online sites:

Biology is such a large field. People end up in all kinds of industry (environmental, medical laboratories, pharmaceutical, universities lab, chemical companies, clinical research). Most go for graduate schools to get more specialized education. 

With only the bachelors, you're generally looking at technical positions - people who run tests or collect data for scientists (Ph.D's). What aspect of biology you focus on will affect what work you can do. For example, molecular or cell bio generally puts you in lab technology (research assistant or, say, QA in industry), ecology gets you into mostly government stuff (and maybe field work if you are very lucky). Microbiology can get you into allied health or public health jobs.

You could get a job in epidemiology. Here is an interactive game that shows you what that job is like
http://www.mclph.umn.edu/watersedge/

You could also work for a CRO (contract Research Organizations) after finishing college, but the pay is not that great. But once you get experience, you can go to pharmaceutical companies that pay more. Some people get a job at Abbott after doing just a year or two at a CRO. If you can relocate, check out these big CROs (Covance, Charles River). For entry level they will train you in one of the fields - toxicology (small animal, large animal, acute, reproductive, etc), clinical chemistry,necropsy,etc.. 

You could also take the PTO exam and become a patent agent. Your B.S. qualifies you to sit for the exam, and agents with hot areas of expertise are always in demand. 

Another option is training in forensic science. With a BS in biology, you can immediately apply to the Sheriff’s Department, Forensic Science Unit. They will pay you as they train you in forensics.

[bookmark: 1147616]Environmental consulting firms are often looking for people with biology degrees. 
[bookmark: 1147618][bookmark: 1147635]
[bookmark: 1147636][bookmark: 1147638][bookmark: 1147756][bookmark: 1147889]I'm a pathologist and I always tell people to get training as a pathologist assistant. It's a great job, with no liability and great pay. I really can't say enough good things about them. They are very respected by the pathologists who employ them. My practice couldn't function without ours. If I hadn't gone to medical school I would have seriously considered it (I had a BA in biology - but I just wouldn't have known about pathology assistants). The only catch is... it's a two years for a masters and there is only a small number of places that train them.

Respiratory Therapist. I know lots of BS grads who became RRTs. Or, accelerated nursing school (special course for university grads)- 18 months full time and if you're lucky, a hospital may pay you a salary while you're in school in exchange for a work commitment.

Food Science is an option. Don't know how you feel about working in a food production plant. Biology is applicable to most food production. 

Any thoughts to fermentation science, along those lines? Distilleries, wineries or breweries? They need microbiologists.

[bookmark: 1147894]If you are outgoing you could go to work as a sales rep for one of the lab supply companies. You get to travel all over and meet lots of people in labs over a pretty big area, as well as go to meetings all around the country. It seems to pay pretty well too.

[bookmark: 1148135][bookmark: 1149375]I have a science degree and I work as an editor for an elementary-level textbook company (in the science department). Science degrees are very valuable throughout, though. In fact, a close friend of mine has a BS in biology and just started law school, where her "different" background gives her a definite advantage. 

There are a lot of biologists who work in environmental consulting. Environmental service companies run from small sole-proprietor shops to large multinationals (Golder Associates, Stantex, etc...). Work can be as technical or less as you prefer: some of it, like preparing EAs, is pure paperwork, some of it is field or lab work. There are lots of opportunities to move into a managerial career, if that's what you want to do.


Here are some other ideas
Biostatistics
Child Life Specialist, MS
Clinical Laboratory Science, BS
Clinical Social Work, PhD
Communication Sciences and Disorders (Comm Sci Transitional Program), MS
Cytotechnology, BS
Dental Hygiene (DH BS Comp Prgm - Educ Track), BS (Online)
Diagnostic Cardiac Sonography, Cert
Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Cert
Dietetic Technology, AS
Drug and Alcohol Counseling, Post-BS Cert
Emergency Medical Care, BS
Emergency Preparedness and Response, Post-BS Cert
Environmental and Occupational Health, MPH
Epidemiology (Research Epidemiology), MPH
Gerontology, MS
Global Health/Maternal and Child Health, MPH
Health Care Administration, BS (Online)
Health Education, MPH (Online)
Health Geographics and Biomedical Data Management, BSPH
Lifestyle Intervention, Post-BS Cert
Lifestyle Medicine, MPH
Medical Dosimetry (Med Dosimetry/BS Physics Track), Cert
Medical Radiography, AS
Microbiology and Molecular Genetics MS
Nuclear Medicine Technology, Cert
Nutrition and Dietetics, BS
Occupational Therapy, MOT
Physical Therapy DPT
Public Health Nutrition, MPH
Radiation Sciences, BS (Online)
Radiation Therapy Technology, Cert
Radiologist Assistant, BS (Online)
Respiratory Care (Entry-level), BS
Social Work, MSW
Speech Language Pathology and Audiology, BS


